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ORDINANCE NO. 94-20 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM 
BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING EMERGENCY TRANSPORT 
FEES AND SERVICE CHARGES; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 83-23, as amended, established | 


Municipal Service Taxing Units (hereinafter the "M.S.T.U.") for the 
purpose of providing fire protection and fire-rescue advanced life 
support (or Similar service) to the unincorporated area of Palm 


Beach County and contracted areas; and 


WHEREAS, the funding for the M.S.T.U. is authorized through | 


the levy of ad valorem taxes, service charges, contractual charges, 
special assessments, and any other income from any source; and 


WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1)(e), Florida Statutes, empowers the 


— . 


Board of County Commissioners (hereinafter the "Board") to provide 


ambulance service; and 


WHEREAS, the Board desires to provide said service through its | 


Fire-Rescue Department; and 


WHEREAS, the Board has determined that, in order to provide 


the highest level of service, certain fees must be imposed for the : 


provision of emergency transport ambulance service; and 


WHEREAS, the Board is authorized to establish, charge, and ° 


collect reasonable fees for emergency transports; and 

WHEREAS, the establishment, operation, and maintenance of an 
ambulance service are declared to be county purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the Board's primary interest is patient care and that 
one's ability to pay shall not affect the quality of care rendered. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

SECTION 1. Title: 

This ordinance shall be known as and may be cited as the "Palm 
Beach County Emergency Transport Fee Ordinance". 

SECTION 2. Definitions: 

For the purposes of this ordinance, the following definitions 
shall apply: 


A. "Basic Life Support Services" include the provision of 


—————— = ceat ee ee ee —— =- ome 


TT 


10 


JSE 


LZ 


r3 


14 


TS 


16 


T7 


18 


L3 


20 


21 


22 


3 


24 


25 


26 


2 


28 


29 


30 


3 


Bi 


33 


34 


35 


treatment services, or the use of consumable or disposable supplies 
which does not rise to the level of the provision of Advanced Life 
Support Services. BLS is services rendered to patients which do 
not require invasive techniques, which include, but are not limited 
to, simple bandaging, minor splinting, and simple immobilization. 

B. "Advanced Life Support Services" means the treatment of 
life-threatening emergencies through the use of techniques such as 
endotracheal intubation, the administration of intravenous fluids, 
medications, telemetry, cardiac monitoring, cardiac defibrillation, 


and the use of external pacemakers by a qualified paramedic. 


SECTION 3. Emergency Transport Fees and Service Charges: 


A. There are hereby established certain emergency transport : 
fees and charges. A fee shall be imposed for the provision of | 


Basic Life Support Services (BLS) transport and for the provision 


of Advanced Life Support Services (ALS) transport, and a service 


charge shall be imposed for mileage and oxygen. 


B. The following fees and service charges are to be imposed: 
is BLS Transport Fee $150.00 
2 ALS Transport Fee $250.00 
Fe Mileage $ 6.00 per mile 
4. Oxygen S -259300 
Cis The County Administrator shall establish a method of . 


billing and collecting all fees and charges. 

SECTION 4. Repeal of Laws in Conflict: 

All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions 
of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
conflict. 

SECTION 5. Severability: 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word 
of this ordinance is for any reason held by a Court to be 
unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding shall not 
affect the remainder of this ordinance. 


SECTION 6. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances: 
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The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a: 


part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, 
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Florida. The sections of this ordinance amy be renumbered or 
relettered to accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" may be 
changed to "section", "article", or any other appropriate word. 


SECTION 7. Effective Date: 


The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective upon . 


receipt of acknowledgement from the Secretary of State. 


APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 


Palm Beach County, Florida, on the 16th day of August ’ 


1994. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 





By: 


Acknowledgement by the Department of State of the State of 


Florida, on this, the 26th day of August 5 7i994.. 


EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgement from the Department of State 


received on the 


3:54 P.M., and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Board ; 


of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida. 


STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY OF PALM BEACH 
| DOROTHY H. WILKEN, ex-cfficic (rare ov one 
Board of Count: Commissioners certify ‘ni 19 9E a 
true and correct copy of the original iilec ia my olice 


on 


DATED at West Palm Beach, FL on ALE 
DORO H. WILKEN, Ciepk 
By: ETT D.C. 
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